
www.forum-synergies.eu 

FFOORRUUMM  SSYYNNEERRGGIIEESS  
LLiinnkkiinngg  SSuussttaaiinnaabbllee  PPrraaccttiicceess  tthhrroouugghhoouutt  EEuurrooppee  
  

 

European Rural Sustainability Gathering: 

Sustainable Europe in Practice 
 

 
 

8 –11 October 2009 
Göhrde Castle, Wendland, Germany 

 
 
Supported by 

 



 
 
FFOORRUUMM  SSYYNNEERRGGIIEESS – European Rural Sustainability Gathering  
 

www.forum-synergies.eu - 2 - 

Welcome! 
Forum Synergies cordially invites you to this year’s European Rural Sustainability 
Gathering, taking place in Göhrde Hunting Castle in Wendland region (district of Lüchow-
Danenberg), Northern Germany, from 8 to 11 October 2009.  
This three-day meeting will be an excellent opportunity to meet people with a spirit of 
action for sustainable rural development from across Europe, and to visit and discover 
good examples of local sustainable development in one of Germany’s most remarkable 
rural districts. You may wish to simply get inspired by the experiences or to plan common 
activities through the various networks. We also wish to provide opportunities to talk about 
rural policies which take into account challenges like climate change, better soil, water and 
biodiversity management and sustainable employment in rural areas.  
Our gathering will employ Open Space Technology (OST), as we wish to include all your 
visions, ideas, and commitments. 

Embrace the opportunity  
to share experiences with activists, politicians and government officials  

and to connect to other rural networks active all over Europe. 
 

Wendland Region 
The district of Lüchow-Dannenberg, proudly called “Wendland” by its inhabitants, was the 
least densely populated area in former Western Germany. Situated on the Elbe River 
along the former Iron Curtain, it was designated in 1977 to be the site of a big nuclear 
waste dump. As a consequence, it became a melting pot for all sorts of anti-nuclear 
movement groups who settled there, formed solidarity with local farmers, engaged in rural 
livelihoods and businesses and created a unique social mixture of stubbornness and 
creativity.  
“Wendland-Elbtalaue” has been a LEADER region since 2001, was one of the Federal 
Ministry of Agriculture’s model regions under the “Regionen – aktiv” programme and one 
of the EU’s “ALTENER” regions that strive for a 100 percent renewable energy supply.  
 

Forum Synergies – the hosting organisation 
… is a European non-profit organisation. Since 1994 our network of engaged citizens and 
associations has gathered rich and varied experiences in sustainable practices, mainly in 
rural areas. Trying out the best ways to save resources and energy in our local 
communities, combining the intelligent use of modern technologies with traditional know 
how, and sharing our successes and weaknesses throughout Europe, have given us faith 
in getting involved in political decision-making on our future. 

We also welcome new members to Forum Synergies. You can find more information about 
our ideas and projects on our website www.forum-synergies.eu. 
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European Rural Sustainability Gathering –  
      the details at a glance 
Objective of the Gathering 

Á Offer participants the opportunity to vividly experience the meaning of sustainability 
and to relate this concept to personal experience and future activities in their various 
communities 
Á Establish a permanent pan-European platform for exchange and coordination 

between rural sustainability projects and activists 
Á Rally current members of Forum Synergies and attract new ones 

 

Participants  

We invite private persons, activists, NGO members, governmental representatives, 
networkers, and politicians from all European countries. We try to focus on rural projects 
that  
Á integrate several aspects of sustainability (i.e. pursue not solely economic, 

ecological, social and/or cultural goals, but rather a combination of those),  
Á have some years of experience,  
Á are based in, or include active partnership with, the local community 
Á are interested to exchange their experiences on a European level 

and on networks between such projects. 
 

Meeting framework 

We will use field trip experiences and Open Space techniques to enrich the meeting. 
Participants will be free to propose and contribute own topics of interest within the field of 
sustainable rural development and find colleagues to discuss them. 
 

Working languages: 

English, French and German with possibilities of assistance in other languages. 
 

Programme Schedule includes 

Á Field trips to local initiatives and places of significance (first day; see next page) 
Á Open Space discussions / Conclusions (second and third day) 
Á Exhibitions and oral presentations by participating organisations and projects 
Á Social evenings (international sustainable buffet, local music…) 
Á Qualified childcare and playing facilities for children are provided 

 

International Sustainable Buffet 

All participants are invited to contribute a speciality from their region for our international 
sustainable buffet that will be offered on the second evening of the gathering. 
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Field Trip Options 
4 or 5 thematic field trips from the following list will be organized according to the interest 
expressed by participants. Please indicate your interests in the registration form. 

(1) NATURA 2000 and Economic Perspectives. Being a former border region between East 
and West Germany, large parts of the Wendland has been subject to EU environmental 
regulations (e.g. Elbe River Landscape Biosphere Reserve and Drawehn Natural Park). We 
will visit people who try to make a living from these natural assets, through sheep tending for 
habitat management; extensive farming for conservation of the rare Field Lily (Lilium 
bulbiferum L.); sustainable tourism exemplified in the Elbe River Cycling Route; and a 
cultural and gastronomical cooperation project. 

(2) Renewable Energy. The administrative district of Luechow-Dannenberg strives to achieve 
self-sufficiency in renewable energy. We will visit Germany’s first Biogas Fuel Station, an 
“Organic Biogas Plant” integrated in an organic farm, a citizen-financed windmill and a 
woodchip heating system at Dannenberg primary school, and talk with key actors. 

(3) Multifunctional Farming: Hof Tangsehl (Tangsehl Farm) is a 90 hectare organic farm with 
meat and milk production and processing, vegetable gardening, a farm shop, a guest house 
for school classes and a kindergarten. 15 people work permanently on the farm under fairly 
basic circumstances. Further activities include nature conservation, land art projects, and 
psychotherapeutical work. 

(4) Regional Marketing of Organic Products in Wendland during the last 20 years. 
Storchenmilch (Stork Milk), Wendland-Bräu (beer), and Voelkel juices are regional food 
labels. We will visit local producers and talk about changing markets and appropriate 
marketing strategies in the face of an apparent trend away from independent grower-
consumer alliances, farm shops and food coops to marketing food through wholesale 
channels. 

(5) Access to Land: Several models of access to new farmland for organic and local production 
and for not-for-profit ownership of land have been developed in the region, including practical 
conservation projects and consumer associations. Financial and juridical details are 
exemplified at Hof Tangsehl (Tangsehl Farm). 

(6) Anti-Nuclear Movement and Rural Quality of Life: Over the last 25 years the anti-nuclear 
movement has generated a unique socio-cultural “climate” that includes traditional farmers 
and newcomers alike, creates a huge annual trade and crafts fair in spring, leads to all sorts 
of eco-projects and continues to attract young families to the region. We will talk with long-
time activists about these demographic and social changes. 

(7) Cultural Heritage: In the small Kateminer Mühlenbachtal (Katemin Mill Stream Valley) an 
Agenda 21 working group on cultural heritage has succeeded in building new bridges 
between traditional inhabitants and new citizens. 

(8) Alternative Schools and Rural Development: The “Freie Schule Hitzacker”, a 
comprehensive primary and secondary Waldorf School of 250 pupils and the “Freie 
Morgenrot-Schule” – a recently founded alternative primary school – play an important role in 
the region’s attraction for young families. The high involvement of parents in their 
development makes them a focusing point for “alternative” social life. 

(9) Sustainable Perspectives in Large Agricultural Structures: After the political turn of 1989 
a 6.000 hectare former production cooperative in Lenzen on the eastern side of the former 
inner-German border has developed a wide range of sustainability activities and nature 
conservation measures and thereby has tried to save as many jobs as possible. 
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Organisational Details 
Fees / Costs 

Due to support offered by Fondation de France and Fondation Charles Leopold Mayer, no 
fee will arise for food and accommodation at the gathering. Partial reimbursements of 
travel costs will be made available to participants who could otherwise not attend the 
gathering.  
 

Registration 

Participants are kindly asked to fill in the attached registration form and to return it to the 
preparation team (see below for address).  

In connection with the gathering we are working on an internet database on interesting 
rural sustainability projects. We therefore would appreciate, if you could also fill in the 
attached “Success Story Form” to provide more detailed information about your project. 

Please await confirmation of your registration before booking your travel arrangements. 
 

Travelling and Transport  

Á Participants should arrive at the venue on Thursday 8 October latest by 19:00.  
Á For reasons of sustainability we encourage you to first consider train travel options 

before booking a flight!  
Á For train information visit http://www.bahn.de/international/view/en/index.shtml.  
Á The nearest international airport is Hamburg. Local trains (requiring changes in 

Hamburg main station and Lüneburg) will bring you to Göhrde Station within about 
2½ hours. 
Á We will offer a shuttle bus from Göhrde Station to the conference venue.  
Á The gathering will end on Sunday 11 October after lunch (14:00).  

 

Communication 

Registered participants will be sent more detailed information by e-mail.  

For any questions, remarks or constructive criticism please contact the preparatory team. 
 

Titus Bahner, Michael Struck, Nicole Vortisch 
Hauptstraße19 
D-29456 Hitzacker,  
Germany 

 
Phone (+49) 5862-94110-33 
mobile (+49) 170 2931777 
Fax (+49) 5862-94110-35 

gathering@forum-synergies.eu OR 
titus.bahner@lebendigesland.de  

 

We look forward to meeting you in Wendland! 


